
Utah Sports Authority 
Pete Suazo Utah Athletic Commission Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2007 
1:00 p.m. (1 hr. 38 min.) 

 
Attending:  Chairman:  Alan Dayton, Commissioners:  Rich Montanez and Ty McCartney, 
Secretary:  Bill Colbert and guests; Attorney: Rebecca Waldron and Mike Stidham. 
 
Meeting called to order by Rich Montanez. 
 
Per diem sheets signed. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mike Stidham suggests the PSUAC create and have available a suggestion sheet of materials 
Seconds need to have for their fighters as well as a list of Second responsibilities and things to 
look for during a fight.  He states that he tells them what they need but each week they come 
unprepared.  Mike offers Seconds if a fighter does not have one the night of a fight.  He says it 
seems even seasoned fighters do not have prepared Seconds.   
 
Mike also feels some people are taking advantage of getting their friends in for free as Seconds.  
The State rules do say that each fighter can have three Seconds.  Mike says there is not enough 
room for three Seconds in the smaller venues; he prefers to have only two Seconds for each 
fighter.  He feels that the PSUAC should enforce only two Seconds both at cage side and in the 
cage.  He also feels the PSUAC is not paying attention to who actually follows the fighter to the 
cage suggesting individuals who are not listed as that fighter’s Seconds for that event and 
possibly not even licensed as a Second.  He also feels the PSUAC is allowing unlicensed 
individuals to be in the dressing rooms with fighters. Bill indicates that the Seconds are being 
given wrist bands and Seconds tags as a way to identify them as licensed.   He also pointed out 
that the inspectors complete a worksheet that identifies which two individuals are cornering for 
each fighter. 
 
Rich suggested the PSUAC conduct training for Seconds before they are licensed, require them 
to learn the rules and spend some time in the gym so they know what they are doing.  Rich 
would also like to have the contracts a day or two ahead of each show so each fighter signs the 
contract for the weight class they agreed to fight in and have them identify their Seconds at that 
time.  Mike will e-mail a checklist to Bill to provide to Seconds so they understand what they 
need to have and what they need to do.  Rich suggested checking with the ABC about MMA 
training as well as obtaining a boxing Second checklist that should apply to MMA as well.  Mike 
also reminded the PSUAC of having a link from the PSUAC website to a hand wrapping video.  
Rich thought Jeremy Horn was going to create a hand wrapping video for the PSUAC website. 
 
Mike is concerned about the rule of the PSUAC of having all hand wrapping completed before 
the event starts.  Ty suggests that as soon as the fighters and corners check in they start the hand 
wrapping.  Mike indicated that the doctor should be able to check the fighter’s hands before they  
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are wrapped.  Rich indicated the doctor is not always there early enough to do the pre-fight 
physicals before hand wrapping begins.  The whole night is contingent upon the doctor’s arrival.  
Bill did indicate that he does not have any problem with the television interviews taking place 
before or during the licensing and hand wrapping process. 
 
Rich made a motion that anyone who is licensed, during their licensing period, need to take part 
in a mandatory training.  Ty seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Alan mentioned 
rather than defining what the training is, the training can be in any form (in person, video, etc.). 
 
Rich made a motion that the PSUAC only allow two Seconds for MMA events.  Ty seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Rich made a motion to license timekeepers.  Ty seconded the motion.  Bill does not know if the 
statute allows that, how it would be implemented, how it would impact the licensing software 
and if another license category can be added.  Bill prefers the PSUAC research the ability to do 
that and if it is within statute to add another license type.  Rich said that there are several states 
around the country that license timekeepers.  Rich has seen inexperienced people used as 
timekeepers who are more concerned about their friends and drinking alcohol.  Training should 
be provided because it should be taken serious.  Mike suggested that if timekeepers are licensed 
promoters will need a listing of licensed timekeepers.  Bill pointed out that all license types are 
listed in the statute and the listing does not include timekeepers.  Rebecca will look at the statute.  
She said if all other licenses are listed in the statute, the statute may have to be changed to 
include a timekeeper license type.  Bill mentioned that it may have to go through the rule making 
process.  Rebecca said that if the statute lists license types as a reference and does not say “only 
these people have to be licensed” the PSUAC may be able to do it by just changing the rule.  Bill 
feels that the software could probably be changed to add timekeepers; he just does not know 
what is entailed.  Ty indicated the PSUAC adopt this motion tentatively.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Transition 
 
Transition is still moving along.  Bill reports that the website is up and running.  Bill has the 
badges for five inspectors, himself and commissioners.  The holders are now on order.  Ty would 
like credentials for the commissioners.  Bill will make commissioner credentials and laminate 
them.  Bill reports Amy Steadman is going into the office once a week to assist him in entering 
license data in LES as she is familiar with the system. 
 
Events 
 
MMA – UCE:  November 16 at the Salt Lake Community College, West Jordan Campus 
MMA – UCE:  November 17 and November 24 at Club Elevate at The Hotel, SLC 
MMA – UCE Finals:  December 1 at the Energy Solutions Arena, SLC 
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Bill also received a call from Penny Johnston in Moab.  She is thinking of doing an 
MMA/Kickboxing event in the Spring.   
 
Bob Oleson is struggling getting sponsors.  He has already scheduled and canceled two events.  
He had a Pay Per View boxing event at the South Towne Expo Center.  Bill has not received any 
final numbers or anything from Pay Per View.  Bob claims he has nothing to do with it, but he 
was the promoter for the event.  The PSUAC should be entitled to 3 percent of the Pay Per View 
sales.  Rich said there was a weird agreement and the responsibilities were split up in three 
pieces.  The PSUAC feels Bob is still responsible because the event was put on under Bob’s 
license.  Bill is wondering if a separate bond is necessary for Pay Per View events.  Bob has not 
filed a report from the event and told Bill he will not have any final numbers until the end of 
November.  Rich said Bob is claiming that the contract is between a third party and Pay Per 
View.  Alan asked Bill to call Bob and tell him the PSUAC is concerned and is considering legal 
action or suspending his license.   
 
Ad Hoc Committee 
   
Bill has passed out some names for members of that committee.  Mike Stidham, Rick Montoya, 
Dr. Mark Cacciamani and Larry Fullmer have volunteered.  A message has been left for Blaze 
Wharton and there is no one from the White Collar community.  Rich will contact Jeremy Horn.  
The committee will be broken up into two groups.  Bill wants to get a meeting set up for the next 
week or two to discuss issues in the statute. 
 
Rulemaking/Statute  Discussion 
 
Medical/Life Insurance – Colorado recently had an injured fighter with outstanding medical bills 
who sued the promoter and the Colorado commission. Colorado now requires a $5,000 minimum 
level of health insurance (Bill sent an e-mail to the commissioners earlier).  Bill passed out a 
copy of the Colorado statute.  Rich said the Muhammed Ali Act is vague.  It requires the 
commission to have health insurance for medical coverage for any injury sustained in the match.  
Utah rules state that the promoter of a contest shall provide evidence of health insurance.  No 
parameters are set in Utah rules.  Mike Stidham said a $5,000 minimum coverage would put 
Utah promoters out of business; it would not be feasible to promote events in Utah.  That is why 
UCE tells their fighters they should have their own health insurance.  Mike feels the insurance 
coverage is in place for major injuries.  Some policies may exclude coverage in the event of 
injury during a fight.  Alan Dayton suggested that the balance may be making sure the fighters 
are covered with their own health insurance.  Rebecca Waldron asked if fighters ever go to the 
promoter for medical coverage.  Mike said it does happen on occasion.  Bill can make up a 
synopsis of what other states are doing.   
 
“White-Collar” Contests 
 
USA Boxing representatives are concerned about “White-Collar” Contests because the statute 
does not provide a lot of clarity.  Bill said the contests that they have witnessed were just as  
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aggressive as any other MMA/Kickboxing event other than some protective gear.  In the White 
Collar statute, there is no language that limits participants less than 18 years of age.  Rich said 
the White Collar contest was designed to take place in a gym where fighters can spar and there 
can be an admission charge to watch them.  There are no definitions and no requirements for 
EMT’s, liability, doctor, weight divisions, etc.  Alan feels that the Ad Hoc committee should 
look at this closely.  The statute is too broad and Bill cannot send inspectors to each of these 
events because they are not PSUAC sanctioned events; the commission can only do spot checks.  
Rich says it reminds him of the Toughman contests that have been outlawed in Utah.   
 
Hepatitis A and B (?) 
 
Most jurisdictions require Hepatitis B and C (?) testing of their athletes.  Rich would like to see 
Hepatitis testing over HIV testing.  Rich asked about the cost and Bill said he can research more 
about the test.  Mike feels that would be difficult for them to do.  It took six months of training to 
do HIV testing.  Bill asked if the commission wants to move in that direction.  Alan said it is a 
good thing for the Ad Hoc committee to look at. 
 
Weigh Ins 
 
There needs to be some clarification on what fighters can wear to weigh in and make weight.  
Rich also mentioned the argument of weigh-ins the day before and same day weigh ins.    In 
boxing, which weight (day before or same day) should determine the size of gloves used?  Alan 
and Bill said the Ad Hoc committee should look at this as well. 
 
Report to Utah State Legislature Business and Labor Interim Committee 
 
Bill will introduce himself tomorrow and provide a written report.  Bill e-mailed the 
commissioners his report and asked for any comments. 
 
Security 
 
Alan said there is a need for secured corners and ringside.   
 
Dressing Rooms 
 
Bill asked Mike if the amenities can be more even between the red and black dressing rooms.  
Mike said he will make that effort. 
 
The next meeting will be December 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Alan made a motion to adjourn.  Rich seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 


